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two errors are avoided. 1st. That which denies to the Virgin Mother of GOD the respect claimed for her in Scripture, and which has always been shown by the Church universal. 2nd, That of the Romish Church, which by prayers, invocations, litanies, &c. exalts her to a rank scarcely inferior to that of a Divine Being.
VISITATION. This is that office which is performed by the Bishop once in three years, or by his archdeacon every year, by visiting the Churches throughout the diocese. It is the duty of a commissary to summon the churchwardens and sidesmen to a Visitation, but he has no authority to summon any other persons; but if he does summon those persons, and theyrefusiagto appear, should be excommunicated for this contempt, a prohibition would be granted. Noy. 123. Two things are requisite in these Visitations: 1st. The charge. 2nd. The Enquiry. The charge consists of such things as the visiter thinks proper to impart to the clergy ; but it is usually to put them in mind of their duty, and to persuade them to perform it. The enquiry formerly consisted of several articles taken out of the canons, and the Bishop's Visitation being accounted an episcopal synod, there were at that time certain persons who attended it, and who were called Testes Synodales, or Juratores Synodi, and they were to present those who were negligent in performing religious offices, or any irregularities amongst the clergy, both in respect to their morals and behaviour, and likewise all dilapidations, and generally what they found to be amiss in the diocese. The Bishop at first exercised this jurisdiction alone; it was what was implied in his very office, and this he was to do in every parish throughout his diocese once a year, there to examine the minister and the people, which he might do with more ease at that time, because parish churches were not so numerous then as afterwards. When this was disused, then ecclesiastical persons were to be assembled in a certain place, and enquiry was made upon oath concerning the state of the clergy, and at this place they were all bound to appear.
Afterwards when Bishops came to be ministers of state, and to attend the courts of Kings, which began in the Norman reigns, then archdeacons were ves'ted with this jurisdiction under the Bishops, and visited in those years